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favourable to warrant us in hoping that he may be allowed to 
present himself in a more truly legitimate character than Ndusko. 
He possesses a fine voice of baritone quality, and sings and acts 
with much vigour; but, as we have said, the part he selected for 
his first appearance is a thankless one, and we prefer to reserve our 
final opinion on his merits until we have had a further opportunity 
of testing his powers. 



SACRED HARMONIC SOCIETY. 

Mr. Benedict's Cantata, SI. Cecilia, of which we gave so favourable 
an account on its production at the Norwich Festival, was performed 
for the first time in London on the 29th March, and fully justified 
all that we have already said of its merits. "We have had no wort 
of the same character for very many years at all comparable to this 
semi-religious Cantata : some of the choral bits which are woven in 
with the dramatic music of the principal characters, are exceedingly 
beautiful; and the final air, with snatches of chorus, is a worthy 
climax to a work which we think destined to live beyond the 
fashion of the hour. The performance, as far as regards the prin- 
cipal vocalists — Madame Lemmens-Sherrington, Madame Sainton- 
Dolby, Mr. Cummings, and Mr. Weiss — was extremely good ; but 
the chorus was often coarse and unsteady ; and the band, even, 
showed signs of the want of due rehearsal. Mr. Benedict con- 
ducted, and received, as he deserved, a genuine and spontaneous 
burst of applause at the conclusion of the Cantata. Rossini's Stabat 
Mater was afterwards given, conducted by Mr. Costa. St. Cecilia 
was repeated on the 12th ult. 



MR. HENRY LESLIE'S CHOIR. 

The Concert on the 4th ult. consisted exclusively of sacred 
music, the execution of which was on the whole exceedingly good. 
Mendelssohn's Hymn, l * Hear my prayer," afforded Miss Louisa 
Pyne an excellent opportunity of proving how rapidly she is 
advancing in her power of interpreting sacred music. The soprano 
solo in this Hymn requires not only a good voice, but a devotional 
feeling not often found in those vocalists who have been so long 
connected with the operatic stage as Miss Pyne; and we are 
therefore glad to see that sho is now devoting her attention to 
a class of music for which she is eminently fitted. A very clever 
and well written Hymn by Mr. Leslie, " Songs of praise," was 
received with the utmost favour; as was also an air from the 
same composer's Immanuel, beautifully sung by Miss Louisa Pyne. 
Mendelssohn's Psalm, "Judge me, O God," was given in the usually 
excellent style for which this choir has so long been celebrated ; as 
were also several other well chosen compositions by the most 
eminent sacred writers. Mr. Cummings sang Handel's " Deeper 
and deeper still," and " Cujus Animam" from the Stabat Mater, in 
his best manner; and Mr. Patey was also highly effective in the air 
u David singing before Saul." The violin playing of Mr. Henry 
Holmes was extremely good ; but the music (by Tartinl) scarcely 
harmonized with the character of the evening's programme. 



CRYSTAL PALACE. 

The new Season Programme, just issued, presents, as usual, a 
great variety of attractions. Foremost amongst these are nine 
Grand Opera Concerts, on Saturdays in May, June, and July, 
which will no doubt be of a varied and interesting character, 
arrangements having been made with the lessees of the Royal 
Italian Opera, and Her Majesty's Theatre for the appearance, 
during the season, of the principal artistes of these establishments. 
Besides the Opera Concerts, it is also the intention of the Directors 
to undertake a great Benefit Concert, on a grand scale, in June, 
for which very numerous offers of assistance have been already 
received. These, with many other equally tempting non-musical 
attractions, will no doubt ensure a large issue of season tickets for 
the forthcoming season, which we may say commences with the 
date of our present number (May-day), on which occasion a Choral 
performance will take place in the great Handel Orchestra by 5,000 
singers, in connection with the Metropolitan Schools, under the 
direction of Mr. G. W. Martin. 



GENOA. 

"We are happy to record that the experiment for introducing 
Classical instrumental music here has had complete success ; in so 
far as regards the Concert for Orchestral Compositions given by 
Professor Bossola, and the series of Quartett Concerts given by 
Maestro Lavagnino. The concluding performance of the series 
afforded an opportunity for an original and graceful piece of 
homage to Signora Paulina Vaneri ; who has contributed so largely 
to the brilliancy and artistic beauty of the vocal portion of these 
concerts. The ovation consisted in a succession of the loveliest 
children belonging to the ladies among the audience, coming 
forward after Vaneri's last aria, bearing baskets filled with flowers, 
which they presented to her each in turn ; she kissing the little 
ones for their offerings, and bowing her thanks to the audience. 
surrounded by the fair young bevy, whose cheeks rivalled the 
blossoms they brought. 

On the occasion of the last performance of Meyerbeer's Africaine 
for the season, at the Carlo Felice Opera-house, La Vaneri was 
enthusiastically greeted with bouquets and presents from her nu- 
merous admirers; and Signor Luigi Merly, the unrivalled baritone, 
performed his part of Ntlusko with his usual superexeellence. The 



London musical public ought to hear him; he is a consummate lyric 
artist. 

This theatre, before closing, gave its long-promised production of 
Mozart's Don Giovanni; but owing to the cabals got up by a certain 
party that set their faces against classical music because of their 
own incapacity for appreciating it, the opera was performed amid 
a storm of hissings, hootings, and whistlings, that would have 
disgraced the gallery of a minor theatre. Persons in gentlemen s 
clothes and officers' uniforms, pre-provided with cat-caUs, gave 
evidence that they had come determined to condemn the opera 
that has been pronounced a masterpiece by all the musical 
audiences of Europe; thereby preventing others from hearing 
and enjoying, while they proclaimed themselves each one to be 
that which Dogberry wished he had been " written down." They 
put down Mozart, indeed; but they whistled themselves down still 
more emphatically. 

Mr. Harry Sanderson, who gave his first Concert 

at the Hanover Square Rooms on the 10th ult., scarcely appeals to 
the public as a rival to the established pianists of the day. He 
evidently regards the pianoforte as an orchestra, and from it 
endeavours to draw forth as much as possible the effect of a full 
score. In this attempt we are bound to say that he is highly 
successful. There is an individuality about his playing which we 
care not to see imitated; but certainly his performances of the 
Fantasia on Rigoletto, and the u Study in Octaves," were perfect 
marvels of execution. He was ably assisted by several vocalists 
and instrumentalists of eminence; but the special interest of the 
concert was unquestionably the concert-giver himself. 

The 129th Anniversary Festival of the Royal 

Society of Musicians took place at the Freemasons' Tavern on the 
6th ult., Mr. Beresford Hope, M.P., in the chair. In introducing 
the principal toast of the evening, " Prosperity to the Royal Society 
of Musicians," the Chairman made a very able and eloquent 
speech, in which he warmly advocated the claims, not only of 
music, but of musicians, and; impressed upon all the necessity of 
persevering in the earnest cultivation of the art, and in the " deter- 
mination of making it respectable and respected." There were 
many other excellent speeches during the evening — (amongst 
others, one by Mr. Otto Goldschmidt, in return for the toast, " The 
Patrons and Friends of the Society," in which the name of Pro- 
fessor Sterndale Bennett was received with the utmost applause) ; 
and the only check to the enjoyment of the evening was the absence 
of Mr. G. F. Anderson, the respected honorary treasurer, who was 
prevented by a severe accident from being present. In his absence, 
Mr. Stanley Lucas, the secretary (who had a well-deserved compli- 
ment paid to him by the Chairman) read the list of donations and 
subscriptions, which amounted to about £300. Amongst these 
were £15 from the Chairman, £10 10s. from Messrs. Ashdown and 
Parry (4th donation), Messrs. L. Cock, Addison, and Co. (4th dona- 
tion), Messrs. Novello and Co. (5th donation), Captain Ottley, and 
Miss Gotobed. There were also several smaller contributions, in- 
cluding donations of £5 5s. from Messrs. Hutchings and Romer, Herr 
Joachim, Jules Benedict, and Otto Goldschmidt The musical 
arrangements were excellently carried out, the concerted music 
being under the direction of Mr. James Coward, and the solo 
vocalists being accompanied by Mr, C. E. Stephens. The following 
artists lent their valuable assistance: — Miss Susan Galton, Miss 
Julia Elton, Messrs. Barnby, Baxter, Fielding, Young, Carter, 
Coates, Donald King, Land, Mason, Fred. Walker, Whiffin, 
J. Coward, Distin, Kinkee, Lawler, Wilkinson, and Whin; piano- 
forte, Madlle. Mehlig; flute, M. Oliif Svendsen. 

A Concert, in connection with the Barnsbury 

Literary Institute, was given at Myddelton Hall, by the Islington 
Vocal Union, on the 29th March, which was in every respect 
highly successful. Miss Baillie (a pupil of Madame Arabella 
Goddard) made a most favourable de'bUt as a pianist on the 
occasion, creating quite an effect (according to the account 
furnished us) in a Sonata for Pianoforte and Violin by Dussek (in 
which she was joined by Herr Jacoby), and also in two Fantasias 
by Benedict. The part-music was exceedingly well rendered, 
especially Piusuti's " The sea hath its pearls," and Bishop's 
"Tramp Chorus," which latter composition afforded Miss Langley 
(a debutante) an opportunity of displaying a very excellent soprano 
voice. The programme was well selected, and gave the utmost 
satisfaction to a large audience. 

A Concert was given by the South Norwood 

Musical Society at St. Mark's School, on the 9th ult., which was 
extremely well attended. The first part was devoted to selections 
from Handel's Judas Maccab&us, and the second part was miscel- 
laneous. Every piece was exceedingly well received, and several 
were encored. The concert was given in aid of the funds of the 
school; and we are glad to say that the debt was entirely cleared 
off by the proceeds of the performance. After the concert the Rev. 
C. M. Arnold thanked the members for the zeal they had shown 
and complimented them very highly, together with their conductor, 
Mr. W. J. Westbrook. Mr. J. S. Bates and Mr. E. Bawtree presided 
at the pianoforte. 

The inauguration of the new Music Hall in 

Langham Place, called "St. George's Hall," which is licensed by 
the Lord Chamberlain to Dr. Henry Wylde, look place on the 
24th ult., when a very large number of members of the musical 
profession and patrons of the art assembled. An address, written 
for the occasion by H. T. Braithwaite, Esq., A.M., was delivered by 
Mrs. Stirling, and received with much applause ? and the evening 
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was agreeably diversified by a selection of vocal and instrumental 
music. The room somewhat resembles St. James's Hall in appear- 
ance, and is extremely elegant. For chamber music we think it 
will prove of the utmost service; although its dimensions are no 
doubt quite sufficient to give due effect to the performance of 
orchestral works. The conversazione was given by the new Phil- 
harmonic Society, of which Dr. Wylde is President. 

On Thursday, the 4th ult., at Albion Church, 

London- wall, the members of the Young Men's Society presented to 
Mr. Courtnay an elegant silver inkstand, bearing the following 
inscription: — " Presented to Mr. John Courtnay, conductor of the 
South wark Choral Society, by the Albion Church City Young Men's 
Society, in respectful recognition of his kind services, April 4th, 
1867." 

The Choral Society in connection with Greville 

House, Faddington-green, gave a Sacred Musical Entertainment at 
the Wesleyan Chapel, Bayswater, on Friday evening, the 12th ult., 
in behalf of the Young Men's Association. The large room below 
the chapel was quite full, and, judging from the attention mani- 
fested, all were highly gratified with the various solos, duets, and 
choruses performed. Madame de Prez presided at the pianoforte, 
and Mr. Goodacre conducted. 

A Concert was given on Tuesday evening, the 5th 

ult., at the Manor Rooms, Hackney, by Messrs. Selwyn Jay and 
W. West, assisted by Mesdames Rudersdorff, ClaraWest, Miss Julia 
Derby, and Mr. Chaplin Henry. Messrs. Prout, W. West, and F. 
Kingsbury were the accompany ists. 

A very creditable performance of Handel's Mes- 
siah, was given in the St. Thomas Charterhouse Schools, Goswell- 
street, on the 9th ult., under the conductorahip of Mr. W. H. 
Toynbee. The principal performers were Miss Jenkinson, Miss 
Danielson, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Crowe. The band and chorus 
acquitted themselves well, and reflected great credit on the con- 
ductor. 

Miss Mary Burney gave an Evening Concert at 

St. James's (Minor) Hall, on Wednesday the 3rd ult., assisted by the 
following artistes :— Misses Blanche Reeves, Emily Mortimer, Lucy 
Frankleln, Mary Ann Potter, and Messrs. Trelawny Cobham. 
Leonard Walker, J. A. Wallworth, and Theodore Distin. Miss 
Kate Gordon, Mr. Horton Allison, and Mr. A. Carder (Pianoforte). 
Conductors Mr. H. Parker and Mr. Wilmot. The hall was well 
filled by a fashionable and appreciative audience, and the concert 
was a decided success. 

Mr. R. Topliff's Benefit Concert took place at 

the Horns' Assembly Rooms, Kennington, on Thursday the 28th 
March, and was very successful in every respect. The large room 
was crowded, and the audience testified their gratification by 
several encores. The principal artistes, who kindly rendered their 
gratuitous assistance, were Miss Pyne and Miss Susan Pyne, 
Madame Messent and Miss Gondi, Mr. Blagrove •, Mr. J. Chatterton, 
and Mr. Cheshire (harps) Mr. H. Buckland, Mr. Montem Smith, 
and Mr. Topliff . 

The Tonic Sol-fa Choral Society gave its first 

performance of Judas Maccabseus at St. Martin's Hall, on Tuesday 
the 23rd ult., assisted by Miss Henderson, Mrs. Sidney Smith, 
Mr. Wilbye Cooper, and Mr. Lewis Thomas, and a small but 
efficient band, led by Mr. Viotti Collins. Mr. Lewis Thomas was 
most successful in ** The Lord worketh wonders," which was 
vedemanded and repeated. Mr. Wilbye Cooper was deservedly 
applauded for his excellent singing of "How vain is man," and 
" Sound an alarm;" and Miss Henderson gave great satisfaction in 
the whole of the soprano music ; in the duetts she was ably assisted 
by Mrs. Sidney Smith, who also sang the contralto solos. The 
choruses were very well rendered. Mr. Thomas Gardner conducted, 
and Mr. Nicholas Heins presided at the organ. 

A Concert was given by the Walworth Choral 

Union, on the 16th ult., at the Lecture Hall, Carter-street, before a 
crowded audience. Miss Ellen Dix won a well-deserved encore for 
her effective rendering of " The Nightingale's trill," by Ganz. Miss 
Cassar was very successful in "Eftie Sunshine," and, on being en- 
cored, substituted Bervon's song, " O could we but recall the past." 
Mr. J. B. Runchman was deservedly encored in Nelson's "Mary of 
Argyll." Henry Smart's "A Legend of the Rhine," and Bishop's 
" When the wind blows," were extremely well rendered by the 
Walworth Glee Union, the latter gaining an encore. The other 
singers were Miss Cozens, Miss Apark, Mr. G. Harris, Mr. E. Bush, 
Mr. W. Harrison, and Mr. C. T. Pollock. The Choral Union, under 
the direction of Mr. William Gadsby, was not up to its usual state 
of proficiency, but, however, very fairly performed several part- 
songs, choruses, &c, including J. Barnby's "Summer days are 
coming," and Bishop's "Merry Boys away." Mr. F. H. Cozens 
accompanied. 

In commemoration of its first anniversary, the 

City Sacred Harmonic Society gave a performance of the Messiah 
at Finsbury Chapel, on the 10th ult. Principals: Miss K. Frank- 
ford, Miss Lucy Franklein, Mr. J. Reed Larwell, and Mr. J. G. 
Patey. Trumpet, Mr. T. Harper. Contra-basso, Mr. W. Castell, 
The performance on the whole was very creditable, and some of 
the choruses were capitally sung. The band was unfortunately 
without a good leader, in consequence of the sudden illness of 
Mr. Murray, and it seemed to us a great pity to observe otherwise 
an efficient band, lack good violin players. Mr. H. Piper conducted. 



The news from America that Madame Parepa has 

lately been married to Carl Rosa, the violinist, is coupled with the 
intelligence that we are not likely to hear her voice in England for 
some time. The success of these two artists has been so great that 
we can well imagine the reluctance of the Americans to part with 
them. Whilst congratulating them upon their union, therefore, we 
can only say that when their artistic wanderings shall have come 
to an end, they may be sure of a welcome in England, where their 
talents are so well known and appreciated. 

A prospectus of the " National Exhibition of 

Works of Art," which is to be held at Leeds in 18G8, has been 
forwarded to us. The scheme appears exceedingly good ; and 
judging from the names forming the " London Committee of 
Advice," and the "Executive Committee," we have no doubt that 
the project will be most ably carried out. But, in looking through 
the lists of artists and art-lovers who actively support the under- 
taking, we fail to perceive one name representing the claims of 
music; nor, indeed, is the subject even mentioned in th» course of 
the prospectus. la cordially wishing it success, therefore, we 
merely desire to place it on record that, although it is not yet 
admitted that music has taken its place amongst the fine arts, its 
professors are firmly impressed with the feeling that accumulative 
exhibitions of painting and sculpture, such as the one nowprojected, 
must almost insensibly aid in helping forward music one step more 
towards its true position. 

The paragraphs which have appeared in many 

musical journals within the last few days, announcing the dissolu- 
tion of the " Musical Society," are, we understand, somewhat 
premature. A letter, inserted in the Times of the 24th ult., from 
the Secretary, Mr. Verrinder, states that the Council has merely 
suspended all further proceedings of the Society for the present 
season ; and is desirous, within a limited period, of returning a 
portion of the sum paid by every subscriber, not being a member. 

The lamented decease of the late Member for 
Middlesex, R. Hanbury, Esq., was made the occasion, a few 
Sundays since, of a funeral sermon at the Church of S. Mark's, 
Victoria Park, by the Incumbent (the Rev. W. Jones); the text 
selected being Isaiah lx. 20, "Thy sun shall no more go down;" 
from which a beautiful and impressive sermon was preached to a 
large and attentive congregation. In further honour of the deceased, 
several members of the choir of the Victoria Park Sacred Choral 
Association were in attendance, and assisted in the musical portion 
of the service. " Forgive, blest shade" was the anthem chosen for 
the occasion ; and this, with some other well selected music 
(especially the voluntary of the "Dead March"), materially con- 
tributed to the solemnity and impressiveness of the service. 

The death of Mr. Alfred Mellon, which occurred 
on the 27th March, leaves a blank in the list of English conductors 
which will not be easily filled up. Mr. Mellon rose solely by his 
own m.erits to the position he held in the profession at the time of 
his decease; and those who have watched his career with interest 
must feel that, as he was only 47 at the time of his death, his 
artistic powers had scarcely ripened to the utmost. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*$* Notices of concerts and other information supplied by cur friends in 
the country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occur- 
rence ; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Ow correspondents must 
specifically dtnote the date of each concert, for without such date 
no notice can be taken of the performance. 

We beg to remind our correspondents that all notices of country concerts, 
whether written or extracted from newspapers, must be accompanied 
by the name and address of the person who sends them. 

Our correspondents wiU greatly oblige by writing all names as clearly 
as possible, as we cannot be responsible for any mistake which may 
occur. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the authors, there- 
fore, wiU do well to retain copies. 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) is exliausted. 
The paper wiU be discontinued where the Subscription is not renewed. 
We figain remind those who are disappointed in obtaining back 
numbers, that although the music pages are always stereotyped, 
on 7 y a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed to supply 
the current sate. 

J. W. Lawrance. — The two Italian words mentioned are not often used 
in music. In the instance quoted they indicate that the phrase is to 
be pressed forward with fervour. The first question is not suffi- 
ciently clearly put to enable us to reply to it ; but for a concise 
description of the Gregorian Note we should refer to a small 
pamphlet on the subject by J. Alfred Novello. We are obliged 
for our correspondent's complimentary remarks on our last second 
leader. 

A Regular Subscriber. — 1. Certainly not. 2. It would only be correct 
for a lady to sing Tenor if her voice were a contralto, and she sang 
the notes actually written for tJte Tenor; but even then it would be by 
no means desirable. 

W. B. — We believe that Miss Glover, of Norwich, was the person who 
first propounded the principles upon which other systems of noting 
and teaching music have since been based. Neither of the persons 
mentioned, therefore^ can lay claim to the invmtion. 



